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Recently happened

General Assembly - Sopot, Poland – 22nd of September 2017

After the sad loss of our pres ident of the Board, i t was decided to invi te Thomas Idenas to

assume the pres idency of E2C, and Cel ine to take over the vice-pres idency unti l next year

as th i s was not considered to be the best moment to in i t iate an elect ion process . Therefore ,

the elect ion was postponed for next year and i t wi l l happen in the next General Assembly ,

in Matos inhos.

Among other i ssues di scussed, a point to highl ight was Reinhold’s proposal of a resolut ion:

Statement of the General Assembly of E2C in Sopot 21.09.2017

We in the schools of the Second Chance bui ld on Europe. Our Europe has been developing

s ince 1957, despi te some cr i ses . Our students come from many countr ies , we’re born in th i s

Europe, have found a new home as migrants in our Europe or have found refuge in our

Europe as refugees before war , persecution and expuls ion . Our Europe is for us and our

students the guarantor of a future in peace and freedom. For our Europe, we are work ing

together in our schools and our network . We give young people wi th the annual youth

meetings and in our European Projects a l ively impress ion of the divers i ty and chances wi th

which we l ive in our Europe. To the teachers in our schools , we give an oppor tuni ty to learn

f rom each other , for the chal lenging tasks faced by our di sadvantaged students . We are

not clos ing our eyes to the current chal lenges in our Europe. But we also say that we give

no space for raci st s , women's enemies , I s lamophobes , or homophobes . Whoever i s

entrenched does not bui ld br idges but di tches . Wi thout cohesion, which resu lt s f rom the

commitment to the preservat ion and shaping of the fundamental values of our Europe, our

Europe dis integrates . The shaping of a common future for our Europe requi res t rus t and "the

great common We" . We have the courage to put our trust in Europe. We can not be

exploi ted by popul i s t fear and fake news. For us , Europe - on which we are actively involved

- remains a promise – even - for the future.



Vice-pres ident Cél ine presented a pr inciples proposal for the work of the trans i t ional

board:

• Develop the added value of membersh ip (more dialogue/ communications/

exper ience shar ing);

• Bui lding rel iable processes of producing stat i st ics and data;

• Develop European network of regional/national networks ;

• Develop European legi t imacy and persuasiveness and coal i t ion force toward

European inst i tut ions ;

• Develop f inancial resources.

Recently happened

Board Meeting in Sopot, Poland – 20th of September 2017

Teachers’ Meeting 2017 - Sopot

Th i s year , the Teachers’ Meeting took place in the center of Socai la Integrat ion, in Sopot

dur ing the week of the Youth Event . The topic of th i s meeting was: Suppor t - Var iety -

In tegration - Responsibi l i ty . The teachers had the opportuni ty to l i s ten and take an active

part in the two events that were presented, namely “Pro jects in the network of 2nd Chance

School” , by Barbara Brodigan, f rom Eur icon and “Youth and social media” by Przemek

Ataron , f rom Univers i ty SWPS. Wi th th i s topic the Teachers’ Meeting had a close connection

to the Youth Event.



Recently happened

Youth Event – 18 - 22 September, Sopot

L ike in past events , the 2017 Youth Summit was a SUCCESS . I t was marked by the

opportuni ty to develop sel f -awareness , se l f -conf idence and making new contacts wi th

youngster s and teachers f rom other countr ies . There were s ix countr ies involved (Por tugal ,

Denmark , Germany; Sweden; France and Poland), wi th a total of 48 students , 15 leaders , 19

teachers , the members of the board, and 8 volunteers . The f i r s t meeting worked as an ice

breaker and the fol lowing activ i t ies compr ised vi s i ts to the ci ty , to the European Sol idar i ty

Centre, many workshops, c i ty games and the shar ing of exper iences and knowledge.



From 27th September to 4th October 2017 , 2nd Chance School Matos inhos hosted the

mul t i lateral youth exchange DAR (t)E , “Doing Ar t as education”, in the Scouts Camp of São

Jacinto, Avei ro , Por tugal . There were around 40 young people and youth leaders coming

from f ive di f ferent countr ies in Europe - Por tugal , Spain (Foundation TOMILLO), Germany

(BID A e.V.Kultur und Bi ldung), Bulgar ia (Essence Foundation) and Hungary (Kont ik i

Vocational Train ing) - wi th di f ferent cul tural , social and educational backgrounds . Many of

the part ic ipants travel led for the f i r s t t ime abroad and for the f i r s t t ime were par t of a big

international group involved into a creative art i s t ic process wi th a f inal common goal – a

publ ic art i s t ic performance. The part ic ipants were involved in three work ing groups

(Theatre , Dance and Music) , led by exper ienced trainers , having the chance and

poss ibi l i ty to gain new knowledge and sk i l l s , to express themselves and to work wi th in an

international team in an intens ive art i s t ic programme and many other social act iv i t ies .

The f inal performance has been a fantast ic event where the young people D ARE to

present on the stage thei r ideas and the art i s t ic creations prepared in the workshops and

other common activ i t ies and took place on 2nd October , at 20 .00h at the Theater F lor de

Infesta, São Mamede Infesta, Matos inhos, before a publ ic audience of 150 people.

DAR (t )E has been a "dar ing" l i fe changing moment in the learning processes of the young

part ic ipants , rai s ing the vi s ibi l i ty and publ ic awareness of the social -educational problem

of ear ly leaving from education and train ing and emphasi z ing the impor tance of the use

of art i s t ic practices in non-formal education address ing vulnerable young people.

Lu is  Mesquita,  2nd Chance School  Matos inhos

Recently happened

Erasmus KA1 International Youth Exchange DAR(t)E, 27.09 – 4.10.2017, Matosinhos, Portugal



Recently happened

Youthreach LCETB shar ing best practice with a delegation from Copenhagen

Youth School and the Youth Guidance Center .

In Apr i l of th i s year , a contingency of senior managers , guidance practi t ioners and pol icy

makers f rom the Youth School and the Youth Guidance Center in Copenhagen went on a

fact f inding and study vi s i t to L imer ick Ci ty and Clare Education and Train ing Board,

L imer ick Ci ty Youthreach centers , VTOS Centres , Fur ther Education and Train ing Centre

Campuses .

The purpose of the study vi s i t was not only to gain an ins ight and unders tanding of how

successfu l second chance educational provi s ion i s developed, organized and managed in

the I r i sh context but al so to bui ld up a mir ror to thei r own educational sys tem by ref lect ing

on the I r i sh educational sys tem in i ts total i ty . I t was hoped that many ins ights on the I r i sh

educational sys tem would be gained f rom the presentat ions , the formal vi s i ts to educational

sett ings and meeting with managers, staf f and students dur ing the study vi s i t .

The three-day vi s i t was faci l i tated and organized by a steer ing committee compr i s ing of

Mart in Cournane, Gerry Gr i f f in , and Shane Cul l inane and the presentat ions del ivered over

the 3 days focused on the fol lowing:

• Overview of the education and train ing services provided by LCETB;

• Second chance educational provi s ion- deal ing wi th how one responds to ear ly

school leaving in the I r i sh context ;

• An overview of the Guidance and Career path planning services that operate across

the provi s ion by LCETB;

• An overview of the Youth Service Provi s ion that includes ref lect ing on the

educational pol icy f ramework ;

• Employer Engagement wi th the programmes .

Af ter an intens ive three days wi th some cul tural events added into the mix , i t proved to be

a real worthwhi le exper ience for the enti re group; th i s was conf i rmed by the evaluation of

the study vi s i t us ing the tool , SurveyMonkey . The group headed back to Dubl in on day four

to make thei r way home to Copenhagen.

Gerard Gr i f f in ,  Nat ional  Coordinator ,  DES May 2017



Over 1500 events across 45 countr ies , inc luding in al l 28 EU countr ies , as wel l as in Norway,

L iechtenstein , Swi tzer land, Iceland and EU candidate countr ies , are promoting the l i fe

changing sk i l l s that can be taught through vocational education.

A var iety of schools , EU agencies , nat ional and regional author i t ies have organized events ,

f rom conferences to careers days . The events aim to reach over one mi l l ion people across

Europe, to help change the perception of vocational education and make i t a f i r s t choice

for young people and adults looking to continue thei r education.

In 2018 we have the chance to present our selves as an E2C network . We can present our

success stor ies . Young people, who have not found any access to education and work ,

manage to make a path to a sel f -determined l i fe through our second chance offer .

We can show that we are part of th i s European movement .

European Vocat ional Ski l ls Week 2018 wi l l take place from 5 to 9 November 2018 in Vienna,

Austr ia . Once again, events wi l l take place al l over Europe.

Find out more at: https ://ec.europa.eu/social/vocational -sk i l l s -week

Reinhold Schi f fers

Participation of E2C members in international events

European Vocational Ski l ls Week 2017 reaches 45 countr ies

https://ec.europa.eu/social/vocational-skills-week


Ongoing

Mobil i ty Projects - Hungary

SCS in Norrkoping has a long exper ience on sending students abroad for work placements .

We have been sending students abroad for work placements s ince 2000. Over the years we

have been granted f rom Leonardo da Vinci fundings and for the last years we have

received money from Erasmus+ . Dur ing the years , the receiving organizat ions have been our

partners in Leeds, Dubl in, Doncaster and Copenhagen.

In September we vi s i ted Br i s tol to establ i sh a contact wi th the new partner , The Phoenix

Social Enterpr i se in Br i stol . We met CEO Babs Wi l l iams, and next year, in 2018 , Norrkoping wi l l

be sending students to Br i s tol . We are very pleased and hope i t wi l l be very exci t ing and

rewarding for our students .

F ia B jörde and Pier re Dr i scol l

Second Chance School ,  Norrköping

Network for Neet Mobi l i ty

Copenhagen Youth School i s part of the Erasmus+ project A Network for Neet Mobi l i ty,

which runs f rom March 2017 to March 2019 . The aim of the project i s to promote mobi l i ty

projects aimed at young people wi th fewer sk i l l s , pr imar i ly abroad, to enhance thei r key

competences and l i fe sk i l l s . The project works to create a network of bus inesses , schools

and other organizat ions that can work as a base for mobi l i t ies for di sadvantaged youth in

areas and sectors l inked to local development, especial ly in smal l and medium enterpr i ses .

The project involves 15 organizat ions work ing in businesses , t rain ing, inclus ion and youth

networks in 6 European countr ies (F rance, I taly , Spain, Greece, Germany and Denmark) ,

among others the I tal ian Chamber of Commerce in 5 of the countr ies .

On the 2nd of November 2017 Copenhagen Youth School and Dani tacom- Camera di

Commercio I tal iana in Danimarca hosted a local mult ipl ier event and roundtable discuss ion.

The roundtable di scuss ion was on how to plan, organize and manage usefu l work

exper iences that can contr ibute to the development of key sk i l l s wi th young people f rom

the target group. More than 30 people f rom companies , schools , inst i tut ions and students

f rom the target group part ic ipated in the event . S imi lar roundtable di scuss ions wi l l be made

in 11 di f ferent ci t ies in Europe as part of the project . For more information check the

facebook page.

https://www.facebook.com/netneetproject/?fref=ts


Six schools and organizat ions work ing wi th second chance education in Denmark , Sweden

and Norway have received funding for fur ther development of the exchange and

corporat ion in the informal network N2C (Nordic Second Chance Schools ) . The countr ies in

the projects have simi lar target groups , organizat ion and focus on informal learn ing which

makes i t very easy to learn and adapt methods f rom each other . The main activ i ty in the

project i s a conference for s taf f about informal learn ing and integrat ion in Society in a

social and labor market perspective . Expected result s are new methods and increased

knowledge of students ’ informal and formal learn ing and the creation of a forum for the

continuing exchange of exper iences and methods between the members of the staf f . The

project i s suppor ted by Nordplus and partners are Second Chance Schools in L inköping,

Norrköping, Malmö, Ty resö and Copenhagen and Folkunivers i tetet in Trondheim, Norway.

The f i r s t project meeting was held in Copenhagen 25 – 27 October 2017.

Ongoing

N2C – a network project between Second Chance Schools in Sweden, Denmark and

Norway

Erasmus KA2 Stra tegic Par tnership TIP – “ t ransfer r ing innovat ive practices in 2nd chance

education addressing ELET”

T IP - ”transferr ing innovative practices in 2nd chance education addressing ELET” i s a

strategic partnersh ip aiming to establ i sh a learning partnersh ip as an open col laborat ive

envi ronment, between organizat ions and practi t ioners (art i s t s , youth worker s , t rainers ,

social workers ) act ive in social and educational work f rom 5 di f ferent European countr ies

(Coordinator – 2nd Chance School Matos inhos , Portugal , Partner s - From Portugal , I PP -

INSTI TUTO POLI TECNICO DO PORTO / ESMAE (Escola Super ior de Música e Ar tes do

Espetáculo) , Porto – Portugal , From Bulgar ia, National Academy for Theatre and Fi lm Ar ts ,

Sof ia – Bulgar ia, From Hungary, Kont ik i Vocational Train ing Zrt .

Budapest – Hungary, From UK, Phoenix Social Enterpr i se (PSE) L imi ted, Br i s tol – UK, From

Italy , Fondazione I st i tuto Morcel l iano, Chiar i – I taly . The mai l associated partner i s E2C

Europe, the European Associat ion of Ci t ies, Inst i tutes and Second Chance Schools .)

The project wi l l develop processes of network ing creative practices in second chance

education and social inclus ion work , explor ing the potent ial of non-formal approaches in

education, special ly address ing young ELET (Ear ly Leavers f rom Education and Train ing).

The 3 intel lectual outputs that wi l l be developed, a school-based staff t rain ing program, a

toolk i t of non-formal creative practices and a documentary s tory tel l ing f i lm wi l l be

implemented concur rent ly in the par t ic ipating schools , providing the necessary suppor t for

the introduction of these innovative practices th rough ref lect ive supervi s ions wi th

exper ienced trainers .

The project wi l l promote the publ ic awareness on the importance of non-formal alternative

approaches in social and educational work, address ing marginal i zed groups, through

publ ic seminars and trainings in di f ferent countr ies as wel l as a web interactive platform

for shar ing and dissemination of resu l ts .

(…)

cont inues on the next  page



Ongoing

Second Chance Schools – 20 years of a European Pol icy

On 29 November 1995 , the European Commiss ion adopted a White Paper on education and

train ing enti t led “Teaching and Learning: Towards the Learning Society” . F ive main

object ives were identi f ied in that paper , the thi rd of which was 'combating social

exclus ion”.

The exper imental scheme for 'Second Chance Schools ' was proposed under the thi rd

objective and a pi lot project was launched by the European Commiss ion, intending to

provide new education and train ing opportuni t ies to young excluded people who lacked

the sk i l l s and qual i f icat ions to enter fur ther train ing or the job market.

Af ter the publ icat ion of the scheme in the Whi te Paper , the Commiss ion was soon

confronted with spontaneous express ions of interest f rom local and regional author i t ies .

Before the launch of the pi lot projects at the end of 1996 , some 80 express ions of interest

had been received. Over the course of four years (1996-2000) th i s number cl imbed to more

than 300.

Pi lot projects in th i s f ie ld were launched gradual ly in the Member States . The f i r s t second

chance schools in Europe opened in 1997, 20 years ago. 13 pioneer Second Chance Schools

were set up in 11 countr ies : • Germany (Cologne and Hal le) , Denmark (Svendborg), Spain

(Barcelona and Bi lbao), F in land (Hameenl inna), F rance (Marsei l le) , Greece (Athens) , I taly

(Catania) , The Nether lands (Heer len), Portugal (Seixal ) , Sweden (Norrkoping) and the Uni ted

Kingdom (Leeds) .

Along the last 20 years , a large network of second chance schools was establ i shed in many

European countr ies , and in some European countr ies became a national , regional and local

pol icy and avai lable educational measure to address ear ly leavers f rom education and

train ing (ELET) .

Despi te the ups and downs, second-chance schools have become a European pol icy, and

are today systematical ly recommended by the European Commiss ion as an adequate

measure to address ELET, and an impor tant part of European ef for ts to rai se young people

qual i f icat ions and to promote thei r social and profess ional integrat ion.

Lu is  Mesquita,  2nd Chance School  Matos inhos

(…)

TIP i s a 2-year Erasmus + KA2 project , had the Kick off

meeting last 23-24 November 2017 , in Porto and

Matos inhos, Portugal , and wi l l run unt i l September 2019.

Lu is  Mesquita,  2nd Chance School  Matos inhos

Erasmus KA2 Strategic Partnership TIP – “transferr ing innovative practices

in 2nd chance education addressing ELET” - cont inuat ion

Other News



Nearly Future

E2C-Europe YOUTH SUMMIT 2018, Matosinhos – Portugal, 3rd to 8th June 2018

“Second Chance Education for Youth Inclusion in Europe”

Some of the Board Members wi l l attend thi s Conference in Brussels on the 25th of January

and they wi l l promote second chance education as an European pr ior i ty , t ry ing to

inf luence publ ic pol ic ies through innovative network ing.

The Ci ty of Matos inhos and the Second Chance School of Matos inhos are proud to host the

annual E2C - Europe Youth Summit next June 2018 and pleased to welcome al l of you to

Portugal and to Matos inhos .

The date of ar r ival for the summi t wi l l be Sunday 3 June and day of depar ture wi l l be

Fr iday 8 June. The programme wi l l s tart wi th a welcoming ceremony and wi l l f in i sh wi th a

performance and party!

The main theme of the summit wi l l be Second Chance Education for Social Inclus ion of

Young People, cal l ing the attent ion for the need of National Po l icies to Reduce Ear ly

Leaving from Education and Train ing.

The Youth Summit wi l l of fer di f ferent k ind of activ i t ies for al l part ic ipants , students , leaders ,

teachers and decis ion makers :

- The Youth Event wi th workshops for young people;

- The Teacher’s Meeting;

- The International Conference of Second Chance Education;

- The General Assembly of E2.

Welcome to the Youth Summit 2018 in Portugal!

Organiz ing Commiss ion – Munic ipal i ty of  Matos inhos and Second Chance School  of  

Matos inhos



Information:

Website: www.e2c-europe.org/

Facebook: www.facebook.com/E2CEurope

Contacts:

President: thomas.Idenas@norrkoping.se

Office: bert.pelzer@euricon.eu

Working goals for the next months

• Develop the added value of membership (more

dialogue/ communicat ions/ experience sharing);

• Bui lding rel iable processes of producing stat ist ics

and data;

• Develop European network of regional/nat ional

networks;

• Develop European legit imacy and persuasiveness

and coal i t ion force toward European inst i tut ions;

• Develop financial resources.

http://www.e2c-europe.org/
http://www.facebook.com/E2CEurope
mailto:thomas.Idenas@norrkoping.se
mailto:bert.pelzer@euricon.eu

